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11950.1.

No. NH.in/Misc/43/73 Dated the 16th October, 1973

To
All State Chief Engineers (dealing with roads)

Sub: Dismantling of diversions provided through bed and flood planes of rivers-instructions regarding

It has been noticed thatoften afteropeningof a bridge,diversion provided through bed and flood planeof
the river is left undismantled. This results in constriction of the flow-regime and greater velocity, and may
cause damage to the bridge. It is, therefore, requested that immediately on opening a bridge either on a
National Highway or a Centrally financed road, the diversion, if provided, may be got dismantled.

11950.2.
No. NHIII/Misc./43/73 Dated the 17th June 1974

To
All State Chief Engineers (dealing with roads)

Sub: Dismantling of old structures where new bridges are being constructed to replace them

Instructions have already been issued vide Ministry’s letter of even number dated the 16th October 1973
about the dismantling of diversions provided through the bed and flood plane of the river after a new bridge
has been constructed and opened to traffic. In continuation of this it is requested that the existing bridge struc-
ture which is being replaced by the new bridge should also be dismantled upto the bed level of the river along
with the diversion. However, in such rare cases where the new bridges are constructed a considerable distance
away from the old bridge and the flow conditions through the new bridge are notin any way affected by the
existence of theold-bridge, if the State P.W.D. desires, the old structure may be allowed to remain but in such
cases the cost of maintenance of the approaches and the old bridge shall be borne by the State Govt and shall
not.be a charge on National Highway funds. However, concurrence of this Ministry shall be obtained for all
such cases where the old structure is intended to be retained after the construction of the new bridge.

)1950.3. j

DiO. No. RW/NHIII/P/17/83 Dated the 3rd October. 1983

To
The Secretariesof all State PWDs.(Deptts.dealingwith N.Hs.) by nameand CEs. of all State PWDs.deal-
ing with N.Hs. (by name)

Sub: Dismantling and auctioning of existing steel bridges after construction of new bridges on National Highways

During inspection of various NatiOnaLHighways in different States, I have observed that wherever
newconcrete(RCCor prestressed concrete)bridgeshave been constructedin placeof existingsteelgirder
or truss bridges, the already existingsteel bridges have notbeen dismantled. It is a sheer wasteof national
wealth to allow the steel bridges to weather away in such a way.The old steel bridge superstructure is the
property of the nation.
2. We shall, therefore, be grateful if you have a survey of all the bridges conducted on top priority of
each of the National Highways in the State to identify such abandoned steel bridges and arrange to dis-
pose them of by auctioning, if no longer required by theStatePWD.Thesale proceeds asobtained byauc-
tion may be credited to the account of the Govt of India.
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