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I 1930.1.
No. RW/NHII/Misc/53/82-W Dated the 18th October, 1982

To
All State Governments (Departments dealing with National Highways)

Sub: Tests on bridges on National Highways

It has come to the notice of this Ministry that dynamic test studies on the prestressed concrete super-
structureononeof the bridgeson National Highwayswas conducted by a State Government without obtaining
prior permission of this Ministry. It will be appreciated that this Ministry is responsible for not only maintain-
ing free and uninterrupted flow of traffic but also to ensure safety of all bridges on National Highways during
test It is, therefore, requested that the prior permission of this Ministry should invariably be obtained as and
when any tests are required to be conducted on such bridges.
2. Further, requests for such permissions should be accompanied by a detailed note outlining the objective,
methodology and instrumentations for the proposed tests. The results of the studies may also kindly be
intimated without fail to the Ministry on their completion.

~ ri930.2. |
No. RW/PD30 (106)/82 Dated the 17th May, 1983

To
The Secretaries and Chief Engineers of the State P.W.Ds.

Sub: Assignment of SAW/RLW of Transport vehicles-Reference to Central Govt-Rating of bridges

I would like to draw your kind attention to this Ministry's letter of even number dated 12.5.83 on the sub-
ject noted above.While you will be taking immediate action for arranging the task of determining the rating of
existing bridges and culverts and having the same notified through the State Transport authorities, I take this
opportunity to bring to your kind notice two unfortunate incidents where unduly heavy transport vehicles were
plying resulting in collapse of bridges over the river Lingra on NH 42 in Orissa and over river Damodar on NH
33 in Bihar. This has caused heavy national loss and inconvenience to the heavy traffic using these two
National Highways as the collapsed bridges will take time for their replacement and the -traffic has, in the
meantime, to be either re-routed or subjected to inconvenience.
2. I shall be grateful if the State Govemments/UTs. kindly take all preventive steps to avoid such instances
and ensure with the State Transport authorities that the enforcement regarding the load restriction on any
bridge, if any, as reported by the State PWD authorities is more strict and damages to the existing weak bridges
on the NHs. are avoided. We shall be thankful to know the steps being taken by you in this matter.

1930.3.

No. PL-30 (106)/82 Dated the 7th September 1983

To
1. All Secretaries of States Public Works Deptts.
2. The Chief Engineers of all State PWDs dealing with NHs and other Centrally sponsored roads

Sub: Rating of existing bridges and providing cautionary boards on NHs

Please refer to this Ministry’s letter of even number dated 12.5.83 wherein the following action to be taken
immediately by the State PWD was indicated :

i) To determine rating (load carrying capacity) of the existing bridges and culverts.
ii) To have the same notified through the State Transport Authorities; and
iii) To provide necessary traffic signs indicating the prohibition or restriction near such places.

2.1. In case vehicles with excessive loads or excessive dimensions pass through the bridge, they are likely to
cause irreparable damage to the structure.
22. It has to be made clear on the cautionary board that the State Government would not be responsible for
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