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villages by the year 2001 entails a stupendous task, which calls for a great degree of central planning, coor-
dination, funding and monitoring. At present, the Ministry of Rural Development perform this role. In
consultation with the Planning Commission and the States, this Ministry closely monitor the Rural Road
programme under the Minimum Needs Programme and they also approve Rural Road programmes under
RLGEP, NREP and 1RDP. While there is no doubt that this Ministry is the right authority for dealing with
the large scale Rural Road programme envisaged in the present Plan, it should be ensured that the
engineering and managerial capabilities in this Ministry are developed to shoulder the huge task. It is only
then that the Centre can ensure that Master Plans are prepared at the District Level in each state optimis-
ing the network and providing connectivity as per targets laid down, that the road construction programme
is based on proper selection of geometric standards and construction specifications, that the actual execu-
tion of the works at the State level is carried out with due regard to quality control and economy and that
the flow of funds is assured. The Central Organisation should have an inspectorate to visit the various
states and examine the quality of works.
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No. OR/MSC/41/74 Dated the 22nd July, 1977

To
The Chief Engineers,
Public Works Department (dealing with roads), in the States of Goa, Jammu &• Kashmir, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura

Subject : Augmentation of Laboratory Facilities in the States for material testing/Research

In continuation of this Ministry's circular letter of even number dated the 19th August 1976 on the
subject mentioned above I am directed to say that it has been decided to provide grant-in-aid from the
CRF (Ord.) Reserve on a matching basis for bringing up the laboratories in the above States to the Stan-
dard of the CRRI Model or the standard of the Testing and control Laboratories .as envisaged in the IRC
quality control manual at a total cost of upto Rs 5.00 lacs i.e. roughly Rs 2.25 lacs for equipment and Rs
2.75 lacs for building, furniture and library etc. Since the grant from the CRF (Ordinary) Reserve is to be
made on matching basis, the balance 50% cost of the schemes amounting to Rs 2.50 lacs will have to be met
by the State Govts, concerned from their own resources but excluding their free balance in the Central
Road Fund (Allocations) Account I am, therefore, to request that the State Govt may be asked to forward
the required estimate in this regard alongwith their concurrence to meet 50% of the cost of the laboratory from
their own resources with a view to enable this Ministry to process the case further.

170.3J
No. OR/MSC/41/74 Dated the 22nd July, 1977

To
Chief Engineers,
Public Works Department,
(dealing with roads) in the States of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Orissa, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamilnadu,
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Jammu & Kashmir, Manipur, Goa, Tripura and Arunachal Pradesh.

Subject : Augmentation oi Laboratory facilities in States for material testing/ research — Mobile laboratory

In continuation of this Ministry's circular letter of even number dated the 19th August 1976 on the
subject mentioned above I am directed to say that it has been decided to provide grant- in-aid from the
CRF(Ord.) Reserve on matching basis for Mobile Laboratories in different States at a total cost of upto Rs
2.30 lakhs per State ( roughly Rs 1.80 lakhs for Laboratory truck and Rs 0.50 lakhs for equipmnent). Since
the grant from the CRF (Ord.) Reserve would be restricted to 50% of the total cost, the balance 50% will
have to be met by the State Government from their own resources but excluding their free balance in the
CRF (A) Account I am, therefore, to request that the State Govt may be asked to forward the required
estimate in this regard alongwith their concurrence to meet the 50% of the cost of the Mobile Laboratories
from their own resources with a view to enable this Ministry to process the case further.
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