
143.2/1

143.2.3.
No. NHIII-23 (l)/72 Dated the 19th September, 1972
To

All the State Governments
(Departments dealing with National Highways)

Subject : Byepaioes to National Highways— Need to ensure that such byepasses are not
brought within Municipal limits to charge octroi and detain vehicles etc

I am directed to say that it has been brought to the notice of the Government of India that certain
local bodies and Municipal Committees have extended their jurisdiction to cover the byepasses to National
Highways and have pul up octroi barriers even on these byepasses, thus causing detention to vehicles. As
the State Governments are doubtless aware, the very purpose of constructing byepasses is to allow free
movement to vehicles operating on long distance routes carrying through traffic so that these vehicles do
not have to stop at the barriers set up to check payment of Motor Vehicle tax, octroi duty, etc. In fact, it was
for this that the National Highway Links Scheme, as embodied in the late Ministry of Transport letter No.
PL-13 (7)/51, dated the 16th February 1954 read with the Ministry of Transport and Communications
vDepartment of Transport) letter No. WI-1 (6)/54 dated the 1st June, 1957 laid down the following
condition :

“The State Government should ensure that Octrois or any other terminal taxes on through traffic and tolls are not levied by the
local body concerned on the link roads maintained and/or developed at Central expenses.”

The condition stated above would apply equally to the case of byepasses also, as, if the territorial
jurisdiction of the local bodies, particularly those levying octroi, is extended to cover byepasses also, the
very object of constructing such byepasses would be defeated.

In the circumstances, I am to request that necessary instructions may kindly be issued to all con-
cerned to ensure that in the interest of the development of road transport, local bodies do not extend their
territorial limits to cover byepasses. A copy of the instructions issued may also please be forwarded to this
Ministry.

143.2.6
No. RW/NHIII/P/9/77 Dated the 23rd April 1982

To
All State Governments and Union
Territories dealing with National Highways

Subject : Discarded lengths of National Highways— Preservation of. (Ref, circular No. NHIII/P/9/77 dt. 30.11.77)

As per the present practice, whenever new stretches of National Highways are constructed for
improving the existing alignments, removal of kinks, construction of new bridges, diversion of exist-
ing roads etc., the old lengths are discarded and the old NH lands get reverted to the State/U.T.
Government It will be appreciated that where such old stretches are close to the newly improved sec-
tions, the old alignment and road embankment may serve as additional carriageway for a four-lane
highway-or even as a diversion, when development/maintenance works are undertaken on the new
carriageways.

2, It is, therefore, necessary that before discarding the old lengths, the matter is carefully examined to
assess the requirement of four-lane highway, diversion road etc., in each situation as also the poten-
tial of the old alignment to serve in this regard Where it is recognised that the old alignment can be
of use, the same should not be reverted to the State but retained as part of the N.H. land

3. It is requested that these instructions may be brought to the notice of all field officers dealing with the
National Highways for necessary action.
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