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VIJAY CHHIBBER

Road transport has emerged as the dominant segment in the lndian transport sector

with a share of 3.2 per cent in lndias gross domestic product (GDP) in 2012-13 and this

share remained almost the same at 3.19 percent during 2014-15. Easy accessibility,

flexibility of operations, door-to-door service, reliability have contributed towards a steady

increase in the modal share of road transport in the movement of both freight and

passengers.

ln a globalised world, an efficient road transportation system is vital for increasing

productivity and enabling the country to compete effectively in the world market. A world

class road transport system is essentialfor lending competitive edge to the economy.

Sustained economic growth, increasing disposable income, and rising urbanization

has led to rising demand for road transport and personalized mode of transport (cars and

two-wheelers), in particular. This is reflected in high annual compound growth in vehicle

population of 10.5 per cent during 2003-2013. However, the vehicles ownership level per

1,000 persons in India is still low at around 149 compared to more than 500 for most of the

high income countries. lt is, therefore, clear that despite the rapid increase in growth of

motor vehicles population, we are still at the low end in the vehicle ownership league with a
possibility of substantial scope of expansion over the coming years. The road transport

sector in many ways exemplifies both the challenge and opportunity in infrastructure

development.

The present issue of 'Road Transport Year Book: 2012-2013 provides a wide range

of information, pertaining to motor vehicles, motor vehicle taxation, motor vehicle
production and sales, permits and licenses, revenue realization from motor vehicle taxes

across States/Union Territories and million-plus cities in lndia..

I believe that this document would be useful for policy makers, scholars and society

at large. Further, the cooperation extended by the source agencies spread across various

States and Union Territories is highly appreciated and acknowledged.
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