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Ministry of Road Transport and Highways

Subject: Monthly Summary for the Cabinet for the month of May, 2021.

Award and construction of National Highways: The Ministry has constructed

1,470 km of National Highways in May, 2021 as compared to 847 km in May,
2020. The award figure is 663 km in this month as compared to 747 km in the
same month previous year.

Toll Fee exemption for tankers carrying Liguid Medical Oxygen: In order to

provide uninterrupted passage for tankers and containers carrying Liquid
Medical Oxygen (LMO) across National Highways, the Ministry has issued
instructions on 07 May, 2021 to exempt user fee for such vehicles at Toll
Plazas. Keeping in view the current unprecedented demand of the Medical
Oxygen across the country due to COVID-19 Pandemic, containers carrying
Liquid Medical Oxygen will be treated at par with other emergency vehicles
such as ambulances for a period of two months or till further orders.

Modern concepts of tunneling: An International Webinar was hosted by

Indian Roads Congress, Ministry for Road Transport & Highways and World Road
Organization on 05th May, 2021 on Road Tunnel Recent Trends, Innovations &
Way Forward. Addressing the Webinar through video conferencing, Shri Nitin
Gadkari, Hon’ble Minister for Road Transport & Highways and MSMEs
highlighted the need to look at ways to create ‘tunnels and immersed tunnels
under the rivers and sea using pre-cast technology’. He urged the stakeholders
to come out with cost-effective and modern technologies for tunneling to

reduce capital expenditure without compromising on safety aspects.

Rolling Resistance, Wet Grip and Rolling Sound for tyres:  The Ministry has
issued a draft notification on 17" May 2021 to amend Rule 95 of the Central

Motor Vehicles Rules 1989. It is proposed to align the requirements of Rolling
Resistance, Wet Grip and Rolling Sound emission of tyres with State-2 of

European Regulations. The rolling resistance has a bearing on fuel efficiency



and wet grip is related to braking performance of tyres under wet road

conditions.

Electric power trains of Hybrid Agricultural Tractors and Pure Electric

Agricultural Tractors:  The Ministry, vide notification dated 25" May 2021,

has amended the Central Motor Vehicle Rules 1989 to insert a new rule 125J, to
include safety requirements in respect of electric power trains of Hybrid
Agricultural Tractors and Pure Electric Agricultural Tractors. Electric Power
Trains of Agricultural Tractors of category A6( Hybrid) and A7( Pure Electric),
manufactured on and after 25% May, 2021, shall conform to the requirements
of Automotive Industry Standard (AIS) 168:2021, as amended from time to
time, till such time as the corresponding Bureau of Indian Standard
specifications are notified.

Safety standards for ethanol and its blends: The Ministry, vide notification
dated 25" May 2021, has amended the Central Motor Vehicle Rules 1989 to

insert a new rule 115K, incorporating safety requirements for motor vehicles of

Categories L (two and three wheelers, and quadric-cycles), M (four wheelers
and above, carrying passengers) and N (four wheelers and above, carrying
goods) running on anhydrous ethanol or blends of ethanol with gasoline. These
safety requirements shall be in accordance with AIS 171:2021, as amended
from time to time, till the corresponding standard is notified under the Bureau
of Indian Standard Act, 1986 (of 2016).

Exemption to Battery Operated Vehicles from the payment of fees: The

Ministry, vide draft notification dated 27" May 2021, has proposed to exempt
Battery Operated Vehicles from the payment of fees for the purpose of issue or
renewal of registration certificate and assignment of new registration mark.
This has been notified to encourage e- mobility. Comments have been sought

from concerned stakeholders.

Trained drivers for transporting "Hazardous Cargo": During the ongoing

Covid-19 pandemic, major focus has been on quick and smooth transportation
of Liquid Oxygen (LOX) to various parts of the country. As per extant rules,

only trained drivers with adequate training and having ‘hazardous cargo’



license are allowed to operate the Liquid Oxygen (LOX) trucks. In this context,
the Ministry vide letter dated 20th May, 2021 has advised all States / Union
Territories to create a pool of trained drivers. The immediate focus is to make
available around 500 drivers in the next few weeks which will be increased to
2500 by the end of two months.

Standing Finance Committee (SFC) meetings: In the month of May, 2021, a

total 3 nos. of projects were considered by the Standing Finance Committee.
The 3 projects of length 95.92 Km and total capital cost of Rs. 9130.93 Cr.

were appraised by SFC and recommended for approval.
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