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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: - Monthly Summary for the Cabinet for the Month of February, 2021.

A copy of the unclassified portion of the Monthly Summary (Both English &
Hindi) for the Cabinet pertaining to the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways for
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Ministry of Road Transport and Highways

Subject: Monthly Summary for the Cabinet for the month of February, 2021.

Award and construction of National Highways: The Ministry has constructed

11,138 km of National Highways upto February 2021 as compared to 8,785 km
in February, 2020. The award figure is 8,518 km during this period as compared
to 4,775 km in the previous year.

Ropeways and Alternate Mobility Solutions to be under Ministry of Road

Transport and Highways: The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways will

also look after the development of Ropeways and Alternate Mobility Solutions.
An amendment to the Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961
has been notified, to enable this step. The Ministry will have responsibility for
development of ropeway and alternative mobility solutions technology, as well
as construction, research, and policy in this area. The move is expected to give
a boost to the sector, by setting up a regulatory regime, and facilitating
research and new technology to come into this sector.

Symposium for Safer Roads and rectification of Black Spots: A symposium on

«Safer Roads / Black spots and discussion on Plan for Rectification of Black
Spots during Next One Year” was organized by the Ministry in two sessions on
3rd& 4th February, 2021 at New Delhi. The Ministry emphasized the need to be
proactive and design roads in such a way so that accidents do not happen due
to road engineering features. In case due to change in ground scenarios some
road sections become vulnerable, an immediate intervention be made to save
precious human life and resources.

Webinar series during Road Safety Month: During Road Safety Month, Shri

Nitin Gadkari, Hon’ble Minister for Road Transport & Highways and MSME has
inaugurated the Webinar series, on 09.02.2021, being launched by the

International Road Federation, India Chapter, on the theme of “Road Safety



Challenges in India & Preparation of an Action Plan”. On this occasion, the
Hon’ble Minister has called for all-round efforts by all stakeholders to ensure
that deaths due to road accidents are reduced by 50% by 2025.

Unified efforts to develop indigenous fuel cells for electric vehicles: Chairing

a meeting of government agencies and representatives from research
institutions on 10.02.2021 in New Delhi, Shri Nitin Gadkari, Hon’ble Minister for
Road Transport & Highways and MSME has called for adoption of an integrated
approach for developing indigenous fuel cells. He urged scientists, academia
and industry to harness hydrogen-based energy.

Launching of India’s first Diesel-converted CNG Tractor: India’s first-ever

CNG tractor was launched on 12.02.2021 in New Delhi. On the occasion, Shri
Nitin Gadkari, Hon’ble Minister for Road Transport & Highways and MSME said
that CNG is a Clean Fuel, as it has the lowest content of carbon and other
pollutants. It has zero lead and is non-corrosive, non-dilutive and non-
contaminating which helps in increasing the life of the engine. Shri Dharmendra
Pradhan, Hon'ble Minister of Petroleum, Natural Gas and Steel was also present
on the occasion.

All steel allowed to be used for Highway construction: The Ministry has issued

orders on 12.02.2021 that all steel - whether produced from ore, billets,
pellets or melting of scrap - would be allowed to be used for National Highway
construction, as long as it meets the standards required for specific grades of
steel. The steel proposed to be used would be tested in NABL-accredited
laboratories as a third party check before approval.

FASTag declared mandatory: The Ministry has decided that all lanes in the fee

plazas on National Highways shall be declared as “FASTag lane of the fee
plaza” w.e.f midnight of 15th-16thFebruary, 2021. As per NH Fee Rules 2008,
any vehicle not fitted with FASTag or vehicle without valid, functional FASTag
entering into the FASTag lane of the fee plaza, shall pay a fee equivalent to

two times of the fee applicable to that category. This has been done to further
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promote fee payment through digital mode, reduce waiting time and fuel
consumption, and provide for a seamless passage through the fee plazas.

PM laid foundation stone of two bridges in Assam: Hon’ble Prime Minister has

laid foundation stone of two major bridge projects across River Brahmaputra on
18.02.2021:

a. The 2-lane major bridge over Brahmaputra River between Majuli
(Kamalabari) and Jorhat (NimatiGhat) (6.8 km) on NH-715K, costing
Rs.925.47 crore, will provide easy and all time access to the people living in
Majuli town with rest of Assam. The bridge is expected to be completed by
March, 2025.

b. The 4-lane Dhubri (Assam) - Phulbari (Meghalaya) Bridge to be constructed
on River Brahamputra on NH-127B, costing Rs 4997 crore, will reduce travel
distance from 205 km to only 19 km and travel time from 6 hours to 20
minutes. The bridge will provide another alternative link to the States of
Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura and Barak valley region of Assam
with the rest of the Country. This project is expected to be completed by
September, 2028.

Standing Finance Committee (SFC) meetings: In the month of February, 2021,

a total 21 nos. of projects were considered by the Standing Finance
Committee. The 21 projects of length 809 Km and total capital cost of

Rs.17,623 Cr. were appraised by SFC and recommended for approval.
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