
CHAPTER  III

Road transport is the preferred mode of transport of both freight and 
passengers. During the Tenth Plan period, it is estimated that  roads will account 
for 87 per cent of passenger traffic  and 65 per cent of freight traffic. Easy 
availability, adaptability to individual needs and cost savings are some of the 
factors in its favour.  Road transport also acts as a feeder service to railway and 
air traffic.

This Ministry is concerned with the formulation of broad policies relating to 
road transport, besides making arrangements for movement of vehicular traffic 
with the neighbouring countries. 

The following Acts/Rules, which embody the policy relating to motor 
vehicles and State Road Transport Corporations (SRTCs), are being 
administered in the Road Transport Division of the Ministry: 

Motor Vehicles Act, 1988

Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989

Road Transport Corporations Act, 1950

Carriers Act, 1865.

Given the increasing number of vehicles on the roads, there has been 
growing concern over the environmental fallout and safety issues. Since 
vehicular emissions cause atmospheric pollution, stringent emission norms have 
been codified and are being enforced.

Bharat Stage-I emission norms, which correspond to Euro I norms, are 
applicable throughout the country. Bharat Stage-II emission norms, 
corresponding to Euro II norms, which had been applied to Delhi, Mumbai, 
Kolkata and Chennai in 2001-02, have been extended to Agra, Ahmedabad, 
Bangalore, Hyderabad/Secunderabad, Kanpur,  Pune and Surat  for all vehicles 
other than two and three wheelers from 1 April 2003. A notification issued on 5 
December 2003 extended these emission norms to all motor vehicles other than 
two and three  wheelers throughout the country from 1 April 2005. The next 
generation emission standards for two and three wheelers to be manufactured on 
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and from 1 April 2005 were notified on 10 September 2003.

In addition, the Ministry has formulated a scheme under which state 
governments are reimbursed 75 per cent of the actual cost of pollution testing 
equipment in the form of Central assistance.

The Ministry also organises various activities to generate public 
awareness about vehicular pollution in co-operation with voluntary organisations. 
These include seminars, workshop-cum-training programmes, essay 
competitions,  erection of hoardings, printing of publicity material and the  use of 
print, audio and audiovisual media.

Workshop-cum-training programmes are organised every year at the 
Central Institute of Road Transport, Pune, Automotive Research Association of 
India, Pune and Indian Institute of Petroleum, Dehradun, where officers of the 
State Transport Departments are trained in matters  of transport management  
and environmental issues.

The Ministry has made certain amendments in the Central Motor Vehicles 
Rules:Instructions regarding standardised format for the issue of
internationaldriving permit throughout the country have been issued and 
the next stage emission standards for two and three wheelers 
manufactured on and from 1 April  2005 have been notified (Notification 
No.G.S.R. 720(E) dated 10 September 2003).

Amendment in Central Motor Vehicles Rules

Nukkad Natak (Jara Bach Ke Morh Ton) at village Chupki (Patiala) on Road Safety



New tractor emission norms  Bharat (TREM) Stage-II  have come into 
force from 1 June  2003. The next generation tractor emission norms 
Bharat (TREM) Stage-III  which will come into effect from 1 April  2005, 
have also been notified.

The Central Motor Vehicles (Regulation of Bus Service between Agartala 
and Dhaka) Rules, 2002 have come into force from 13 October 2003 
(Notification No. SO 197(E) dated 13 October 2003).

The assets and liabilities of the U.P. State Road Transport 
Corporation have been divided between Uttar Pradesh and Uttaranchal 
(Notification No. SO 1233(E) dated 27 October 2003).

A notification for the dissolution of the Bihar State Road Transport 
Corporation with effect from 30 June 2004 has been issued 
(Notification No SO1437(E) dated 18 December 2003).

The assets and liabilities of the Bihar State Road Transport 
Corporation have been divided between Bihar and Jharkhand 
(Notification No. SO  61 (E ) dated 14 January  2004).

A Road Safety Cell was set up in September 1986 in the then Ministry of 
Surface Transport  to formulate policies for road safety so as to minimise road 
accidents. The important schemes include  publicity programmes, grants-in-aid 
to NGOs for organising road safety programmes, NHARSS, refresher training to 
heavy vehicle drivers in the unorganised sector, grants-in-aid for setting up of 
driving training schools, etc.

 The following activities were undertaken during the year under review:

The seventh meeting of the National Road Safety Council was held on 15 
January 2004 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. Transport ministers, Directors 
General of Police from various States /Union Territories, representatives of 
transporter organisations, NGOs and experts in road safety participated in the
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Students in Chhatisgarh demonstrating the importance of Road Safety
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meeting. A number of useful suggestions/ideas emerged from the meeting 
which are being followed up.

A massive public awareness campaign was carried out in the 
electronic/print media through the Directorate of Advertising and Visual 
Publicity (DAVP). The campaign included printing of calendar depicting 
road safety messages, display of cinema slides, radio jingles, 
computerised animation display etc. Besides, television spots on road 
safety are being telecast on the national network of Doordarshan.  Jingles 
in different languages are being broadcast on various channels of All India 
Radio to create awareness on various aspects of road safety. Publicity 
material like calendars, pamphlets, posters, stickers etc are supplied to 
NGOs and to transport and police authorities in states/Union Territories for 
distribution.

Grants-in-aid are being provided to various NGOs for undertaking road 
safety programmes.

The Fifteenth  Road Safety Week, with the theme ‘‘Better Roads Do Not 
Mean Batter Your Life (Avoid Over-speeding)’’ was observed from 5-11 
January 2004  involving  state governments, voluntary organisations, 
vehicle manufacturers, SRTCs etc.

More than 30,000 drivers are likely to be trained under the scheme of 
refresher training to heavy vehicle drivers in the unorganised sector 
against 21,999 drivers trained in 2002-03.

Assistance for setting up model drivers' training schools is being provided 
to state governments and work on four such schools has been taken up in 
Assam, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka.

Cranes and ambulances are being provided to states/Union Territories 
as well as NGOs under the NHARSS, for clearing accident sites and to take 
accident victims to the nearest medical centres. While a total of 43 
ambulances and 48 cranes were provided to NGOs and states/Union 
Territories in 2002-03, 60 cranes and 61 ambulances have been 
sanctioned in 2003-04.

An All India Essay Competition on Road Safety and All India Essay 
Competition on Vehicular Pollution are being organised through the United 
Schools Organisation (USO), New Delhi for school children in Classes IX to 
XII.

A Transport Ministers' Trophy Award is given to SRTCs for three categories- 
hill area, urban area and moffusil area (two awards).  The award comprises 
a cash prize of Rs. 1.50 lakhs, along with a trophy and citation certificate.  
The winners for 2002-03 were the Karnataka State Road Transport 
Corporation in the moffusil area category,  Bangalore Metropolitan 
Transport Corporation  in the urban area category and the   Himachal 
State Road Transport Corporation in the hilly area category. A cash award 
of Rs 50,000 was given to the North West Karnataka SRTC under the 
mofussil category for the second best performance.
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A National Award on Road Safety is awarded every year to NGOs as well as 

individuals for doing commendable work in the field of road safety.The award 
amount has been enhanced from Rs 50,000 to Rs.1 lakh for the NGO category 

and from Rs 25,000 to Rs 50,000 under the individual category.  A cash award for 

runner up has been introduced-Rs 30,000 under the NGO category and Rs 

15,000 under the individual category.

 Of the 86 NGOs who have been sanctioned grants-in-aid for carrying out 
road safety programmes, 10 are from the north-eastern states. Out of the 60 
cranes and 61 ambulances sanctioned under the NHARSS, 12 cranes and 12 
ambulances  are for  the north-eastern region.

Initiatives in the North-Eastern States

A participant receiving prize for Quiz Competition on Road Safety
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