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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Sub: Provision of Road Safety items like Road signs, Markings, crash barriers,
safety provision at road side hazards etc., on National Highways in the
Improvement projects and Resurfacing works — regarding.

Road Safety provisions and Road Safety furniture play an important role in
guiding, cautioning and protecting the road users especially on high speed roads like
National Highways and Expressways. Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has
been time and again emphasizing the importance of including the road safety
provisions in all the improvement projects of National Highways. This issue gains
urgency in the context of increasing road accidents/ fatalities in the country
especially on National Highways. National Highways which are high speed facilities
should be designed as “Forgiving Roads”  with adequate provisions for
channelization, merging/demerging, crash barriers, repetition of signs where required
etc., especially to compensate the prevailing short falls in enforcement, road user
education and other safety related aspects. In this regard provision of certain road
safety items and road furniture is again emphasized/ reiterated as below:

2.1 Road signs/markings: Appropriate Retro-reflective road signs and
thermoplastic pavement markings are to be invariably provided at all the locations
like inter-sections/ (especially at “Y” inter-sections where visibility/sight distances are
likely to be lower), sharp curves, steep gradients, urban/semi-urban locations with
significant pedestrian movements etc. The signs should be of adequate size
commensurate with the speed on the Highways so as to be clearly readable to the
drivers of fast moving vehicles including elderly drivers. Detailed guidelines on sizes
of different signs and their location from the feature being defined by the sign (ex:
location of school, location of intersection, a sharp curves etc.) are specified in IRC-
67-2012. As clustering of signs leads to confusion to road users, optimum number of
signs should be provided at a given location as per the priority of features to be
highlighted at that location. These signs are to be repeated wherever required to
reinforce the comprehension of the road user. Cautionary and informatory signs
shall be at least 120m ahead of the location of concerned feature or turning point in
case of National Highways with design speeds of 80 to 100 Kmph. Details of
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